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Viewing all Topics from the Home Page 
Points of View Topics identify the subjects in which Points of View contains essays. The View All 
Topics feature lets you view the complete list of Topics right from the Points of View Home Page.  

To browse the Points of View Topics: 

1. From the Home Page, click the View All Topics tab. Points of View displays all the Topics in which 
Points of View essays exist. 
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2. Click a Topic. Points of View displays the Points of View Tab containing four items for the selected 

Topic: Overview, Point, Counterpoint, and a Guide to Critical Analysis: 

• Overview – The Overview essay includes general information about an issue. 
• Point – The Point essay presents one argument or “side” of an issue.  
• Counterpoint – The Counterpoint essay presents an opposing argument to the Point essay.  
• Guide to Critical Analysis – The Guide to Critical Analysis helps students further explore an 

issue by offering exercises and assignments. This encourages students to scrutinize essay text, 
evaluate differences between fact and opinion, research other perspectives, and form individual 
opinions. 

 

3. Click the All Results tab to display a complete Result List for the selected Topic. 
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Notes:  
• Each Points of View Point and Counterpoint essay begins with a Thesis statement and a 

Summary paragraph. The essay consists of an Introduction and a well-constructed main body. 
Following the essay material, the Ponder This section presents a series of evaluation questions 
that assist in further exploration and understanding of the topic. Each essay concludes with a 
Further Reading section that contains links to more articles on the topic. 

• When available, Points of View essays contain Related Information links. These are links to 
related items that exist for a specific source type. For example, related items in Newspapers, 
Books, or Periodicals. 

• When available, Points of View essays contain images that are related to the topic. You can 
click the image or the description below the image to view an enlarged copy of the image in a 
new window.  

• If you perform a keyword search while viewing a Category or Topic, Points of View searches the 
entire database - your results are not limited to the Category or Topic selected. 

 

Additional Features 

   

How To… 
The How To area provides information and guidance when conducting research for an essay. Clicking 
any of the links in the How To area displays articles covering the following topics: 

Choosing a topic Writing a persuasive essay 
Create an essay outline Citing sources 
Writing a thesis statement  
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Additionally, the See More Helpful Articles link includes tools for both students and teachers on how to 
write position papers. This includes worksheets and training activities covering the following topics: 

Judging fact vs. opinion  Taking good notes  
Evaluating a website  Developing notes into an outline  
Writing a topic sentence  Organizing ideas visually 
Writing a conclusion  

In the Spotlight 
The In the Spotlight area (available on the Home Page) highlights key content in the Points of 
Reference Center. The Spotlight topic is rotated on a regular basis. 
To learn more about the Spotlight topic, click the Read more link in the In the Spotlight area. A search 
is automatically conducted, and a Result List of relevant content is displayed. 
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